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first work of its kind in Kannada and has been very popular.
Humour has been assigned its due place in all the above-men-
tioned forms of art and very rarely has it descended to alow
level. There is a crying need for popular books of know-
ledge and the Mysore University has been doing splendid
work by way of publishing such works in series like the
' Pracarapustakamala', which has brought out about fifty
booklets so far on several topics of general interest, written
by experts in the line. Thus a very laudable attempt is
being made to popularise knowledge among the reading pub-
lic. The literature for children, which was at first produced
by Paiije, has now Rajaratnam, Karanta and others as its
worthy sponsors. Illustrated story books and poems are
being published for young folk. Women writers are coming
to the forefront. The Manohara Grantha Bhandara has pub-
lished collections of short stories by women writers and the
name of Gouramma deserves mention as an able authoress.
Her premature death is a great ioss to Kannada.
On the whole, a great awakening of the genius of the
province is indicated by the remarkable progress, achieved
in the course of this quarter of the century. A great future
lies ahead. It must, however, be noted that this is a period
of transition, when the old order is dying and the new one
is being born, so that there is still much to be desired as re-
gards quality, poise and finish in the literary production of
modern Karnataka as perhaps in every other province of
India.
It is not possible here to deal at length with the contri-
bution of modern Karnataka to Indian culture. It may
however, be remarked that those essential traits of Kannada
culture, which were referred to in the section of historical